MORNING

quickly. " I obviously have a perfect right to receive
any German officer who visits my capital. What I
object to is the construction that is put on it. And these
cursed diplomats never try to find out for themselves
my real point of view. Ovenden never comes to see me,"
the King went on fretfully, " I'm treated by the repre-
sentatives of the Entente like a pariah. They fill my
capital with low spies and agents provocateurs. They
lecture me and bully me and shadow rne at every oppor-
tunity. And why? Because I put the good of my
country before anything else."

" Have I your Majesty's permission to point out to
Sir Frederic what must be the effect of such a policy of
pin-pricks? "

" You can point out anything you damn well like, my
dear Colonel, but as a soldier you know as well as I do
that it will have no effect upon a diplomat. Besides,
France leads England by the nose out here."

Colonel Buckworth frowned.

" I admit that such may be the impression, Sir. And I
admit that our Foreign Office is quite incapable of formu-
lating any kind of policy for itself. But the power of
the Foreign Office as the war goes on is getting steadily
more and more curtailed. It is beginning to be realized
that as soon as a country is in a state of war diplomacy
automatically ceases to function. The Army is under
no illusions, Sir. The Army intends to carry this war
through to the bitter end. The Army regards everything
and everybody that does not contribute directly to the
business in hand as an excrescence. And the Army
considers that the only business hi hand is the killing of
Germans,"
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